
VICTORIAN AUTOMOBILE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
One Hundredth and First Annual General Meeting 
VACC House, Level 7, 464 St Kilda Road, Melbourne 
 
MINUTES 
 
Wednesday, 27 November 2019 at 5.30pm 

Attendance and Apologies 
 
Present:  Mr F Bortolotto                      President and Chairman – Diamond Creek Self Service 

and the Members listed below, as recorded in the attendance book 
 
Mr M Awramenko Vice-President – Highton Automotive Services 
Mr C Hummer Secretary – Dynamic Wheel Co, CJH Automotive. 
Mr T Sanchez Immediate Past President – ALS Automotive 
Mr J Shneider  OAM Past President & Life Member 
Mr R Stuckey Past President & Life Member – Stuckey Tyres  
Mr T Blake Past President – A & B Automotive Remanufacturing P/L 
Mr P Makin Past President & Life Member 
Mr W Alway Allford 
Mr M Balen Hychill 
Mr A Bartlett Bartlett Transport Improvements 
Mr P Beck Berwick Auto Electrics & Mechanical 
Mr J Buskes A1 Motorcycles & Past President 
Mr F D’Andrea Geelong Towing Services 
Mr P Frigo Douglas Service Station 
Mr M Grubb Specialist Auto Hobart 
Mr D Imlach Imlachs Auto Parts 
Mr S Lorbek Lorbek Luxury Cars 
Mr R Parisi City Bus & Truck Centre 
Mr T Paget BB Tyres & Wheels 
Mr T Sitch AJ & SM Nominees Pty Ltd 
Ms D Stephens Total Collision Repairs 
Mr M Third Total Auto Recyclers 
Mr E Woods Head Stud Developments 
 

 
In Attendance: Mr G Gwilym Chief Executive Officer 

Mr I Pizzey CFO and General Manager Finance & Shared Services 
(Minute taker) 

Ms A Hart Executive Assistant 
 
Guests: Mr P Jose Pitcher Partners 

Mr R Dudley Executive Director, MTAA Ltd 
 Mr P Unerkov Chief Executive Officer, MTA-SA 
 
Apologies: Mr M Kirwan  OAM Past President & Life Member – Max Kirwan Mazda 

Mr P Savige Past President – Hilton Motor Company Pty Ltd 
Mr P Bertoli  Bertoli Farm Machinery Pty Ltd 
Mr W Bulot  Absolute Engine Care 
Mr D Brown Des Brown Service Centre 
Mr B Caffery Claas Harvest Centre Echuca 
Mr T Dance  Expressway VV Pty Ltd 
Ms E DeRuiter Carworks-Ballarat Renault 
Mr K Eagle Mack Towing & Transport Pakenham 
Mr F Grocl J & F Motors Pty Ltd 
Mr P Killick B Select Moonah 
Mr R Parsons Melton Toyota 
Ms C Ruggeri Europanels EP Pty Ltd 
Mr A Pearse Nason Engine Parts Pty Ltd 
Ms S Pask Frankston Toyota 
Mr L Smith  Gary & Warren Smith Mazda 
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Welcome 
The Chairman welcomed Members to the One Hundredth and First Annual General Meeting of VACC and 
declared the meeting open.   
 
The Chairman welcomed Mr Peter Jose from Pitcher Partners, VACC’s Auditors and informed the meeting 
that the 2019 Annual Report incorporating the Consolidated Financial Report and Audit Statements for the 
year ended 30 June 2019, had been prepared and posted on the Members-only section of the VACC 
website on 6 November 2019, and had therefore been distributed to Members with the Notice of Meeting 
in accordance with VACC’s Constitution and Rules.   
 
The Chairman advised that a quorum of members was present at the meeting. 
 
The Chairman reported that the business of the meeting was set out on page 5 of the 2019 Annual Report 
and had been included in the meeting papers. 
 

1. Confirmation of Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 28 November 2018 
The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting, held on 28 November 2018 had been 
included in the Meeting Papers. 
 
Following discussion, it was moved: 
 
“That the Minutes of the previous meeting, held on 28 November 2018 be confirmed as a 
true and accurate record of proceedings and be signed by the Chairman”. 
 
Moved: Mr T Sanchez 
Seconded: Mr M Awramenko 
Carried 
 

2. Consider any business arising out of the Minutes of the previous Meeting 
There was no business arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting. 

3. Receive the President’s Report and the Annual Report 
Mr Bortolotto delivered his 2019 President’s report, as follows.  
 
This reporting period has seen significant changes in the automotive industry, all of which offer up 
challenges, and in some cases, opportunities for VACC, its members and the industry more 
broadly. Technology and skills are at the forefront of the key challenges in the industry and these 
two themes alone continue to occupy a significant amount of time amongst employers and VACC.  
 
Technology issues have continued to dominate much of the policy and member service discussions 
at VACC, and feedback from the industry suggests that we are about to enter a significant period 
of disruption. Even though the basic technologies in the modern motor car have been around for 
decades, the industry is at a pivotal position in terms of how vehicles will be powered and the 
degree to which vehicles will become a more integrated part of Australia’s road and mobility 
systems. 
 
The press informs the greater public, each day, of the highly autonomous and interconnected 
vehicle network that is before us, and sometimes without due consideration for the thousands of 
automotive businesses and tradespeople who maintain the current vehicle fleet.  
 
There are great challenges here, and not least for government, in their pursuit of a modern vehicle 
fleet and expanding transport networks, that due consideration is made for an ageing skilled 
industry cohort and an army of baby boomers who will be entering retirement very soon. 
 
There are great matters of industry transition that need to be carefully considered and supported, 
not least of which is the skills transition from internal combustion engine technologies to those of 
electric, hybrid and hydrogen vehicles. 
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In my role as VACC President, I urge government to better understand the transitional nature of 
vehicle technologies and the degree to which they will disrupt a valuable industry and community 
resource; vehicle mechanics and repairers. 
 
There is also movement in the models for car ownership, and these again have been dominating 
much of the press in the industry over the past year, yet I am still told, by many vehicle dealers, 
that their customers still want to touch and experience their potential new car, and they still come 
to dealerships to do this.   
 
VACC understands that change is inevitable, but again I urge caution in throwing the baby out with 
the bathwater as industry pundits explain their view of the future automotive industry. 
 
In running automotive businesses for most of my life I am acutely aware of the key role that a skilled 
workforce plays in the sales, repair and maintenance of the vehicle fleet. It concerns me that 
governments and industry have not achieved what is needed to attract enough new apprentices into 
traditional trades and I implore government to work with industry to raise the profile of vocational 
training and that of apprenticeships.  
 
Industry has a key role to play here as well. While an estimated 40 percent of the automotive 
industry engages with apprenticeship training, 60 percent do not. This means the training task is 
unfairly carried by one part of industry, and for the benefit of the whole industry.  
 
I am convinced that if this doesn’t change the industry will be in dire need when it comes to 
accessing the skills required to maintain the future vehicle fleet.  
 
While we look to government to assist industry in this great task, ultimately this is a job for individual 
workshops, large and small.  I turn to every VACC member, and the industry more broadly, to assist in 
skilling the industry for the future. 
 
In closing the 2019 reporting year, I thank VACC office bearers, members and staff for their support 
and dedication to the association and the industry over the past year. I thank my Committee and 
our CEO Geoff Gwilym. 
 
I also extend my thanks and gratitude to all VACC members who support the association and 
enable it to carry out its important work, to inform, protect and develop the automotive industry. 
 

4. Alteration to Rules/Constitution 
The President reported the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) had recommended that in 
accordance with Rule 42 (b) of the VACC Constitution, Members are to consider and vote on two 
proposed alterations to the VACC Constitution which are intended to provide clarity in the process 
for election of Officers. 
 
The proposed alterations are as follows: 
 
A - That Rule 19(d) of the Constitution is amended by adding the words:  
 
"The names of the candidates nominated for election of Officers, shall be arranged in alphabetic 
order according to their surnames". 
 
Following discussion, it was moved that Rule 19(d) of the Constitution is amended by adding the 
words: 
 
“The names of the candidates nominated for election of Officers, shall be arranged in 
alphabetic order according to their surnames”. 
 
Moved: Mr T Blake 
Seconded: Mr F D’Andrea 
Carried 
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B - That Rule 19 (a) of the Constitution is amended by inserting the words: 
 
"by an attendance ballot at the first meeting of the Executive Board after the AGM, and" after the 
words "a President, Vice President and Secretary".  
 
Following discussion, it was moved that Rule 19 (a) of the Constitution is amended by inserting the 
words: 
 
“by an attendance ballot at the first meeting of the Executive Board after the AGM, and“ after 
the words, “a President, Vice President and Secretary”. 
 
Moved: Mr W Alway 
Seconded: Mr R Stuckey 
Carried 
 

5. Receive, consider and adopt the Consolidated Financial Statements for the year ended 
30 June 2019 and the Auditor’s Report thereon, prepared in accordance with the 
requirements of the Fair Work (Registered Organisations) Act 2009 
The President reported that the Consolidated Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 
2019 had been posted on the Members-only area of the VACC website on 6 November 2019. 
 
VACC’s Chief Financial Officer, Mr Pizzey, reported that the 2019 financial result was impacted by 
VACC now paying rent as a tenant of VACC House. Revenues had reduced to $42.1M and Other 
Comprehensive income of $1.415 enabled VACC to record Total Comprehensive Income of $30K. 
 
VACC’s Investment Funds totalled $214M and VACC’s Net Assets were $225.267M. 
 
During the year VACC had purchased a property site at 644-658 Victoria Street North Melbourne 
that is to become VACC’s new head office from mid-2021 and established OurAuto New Zealand 
Limited as VACC aims to increase our revenues. 
 
Following discussion, it was moved: 

“That the audited Consolidated Financial Statements of VACC for the year ended 30 June 
2019, and Auditors Report as presented, be received and adopted”. 
 
Moved: Mr J Buskes 
Seconded: Mr T Sanchez 
Carried 

6. Appointment of an Auditor for the Year Ending 30 June 2020 
The President asked for Mr Jose from Pitcher Partners to leave the meeting. 

Mr Gwilym informed the meeting the VACC Finance and Audit Committee had recommended that 
VACC’s current Auditors, Pitcher Partners, be re-appointed as our Auditors for the financial year 
ending 30 June 2020 and Pitcher Partners had indicated they were willing to remain as VACC’s 
Auditors. 

Following discussion, it was moved: 

“That Pitcher Partners be re-appointed as VACC’s Auditors for the financial year ending 30 
June 2020”. 

Moved: Mr M Awramenko 
Seconded: Mr E Woods 
Carried 
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7. Confirmation of the 2020 AGM – Wednesday, 25 November 2020 

The Chairman proposed that the 2020 Annual General Meeting be held on Wednesday, 25 
November 2020 which would follow the Industry Policy Council meeting. 

It was moved: 

“That the 2020 Annual General Meeting be held on Wednesday, 25 November 2020”. 

Moved: Mr T Blake 
Seconded: Mr T Paget 
Carried 

 

8. Consider, and if necessary, take action with reference to any business or motion of which 
due notice has been given, or which three-fourths of the members present or represented 
at such meeting, consent thereto, not being inconsistent with the Constitution and Rules of 
the Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce 

There was no other business or motion raised that VACC had been notified of, in accordance with 
the Rules of the Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce. 
 

9. Closure 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked the attendees and formally closed the One 
Hundredth and First Annual General Meeting of VACC at 5.50pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 _______________________________________   __________________________  

 Chairman Date 
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